Name: ____________________________                        Date: ________

Early River Valley Civilizations                                     
 Mrs. Valdes
Directions: In the space provided, answer the questions that follow each of the documents below.  Your answers must be in complete sentences and written in blue or black ink. 
Document #1   Photograph of McDonald’s in Beijing


1. Describe the photograph above. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Which concept best illustrates this photograph? Explain your answer. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document #2            Sumerian Cuneiform



3. Sumerians developed cuneiform, a wedge shaped implement on clay tablets to represent syllables and sounds.  Cuneiform was an early system of what? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Why did scribes (people who could read and write) hold a special position in ancient civilizations? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document # 3                Sumerian Ziggurat
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5. What society was responsible for creating this building? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What was the purpose of the ziggurat? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document # 4    Ancient River Valley Map
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7. List two (2) ancient civilizations that began in river valleys. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. The world’s first civilizations developed in river valleys. List two (2) reasons that explain the attraction of ancient people to river valleys. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document # 6          Egyptian Wall Painting
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9. In what early river valley civilization would you expect to see the wall drawing above? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. In what sort of building would you most likely find this drawing? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document # 6 Excerpts from Hammurabi’s Code
	195

If a son strikes (hits) his father, they shall cut off his fingers

196

If a man destroys the eye of another man, they shall destroy his eye

197

If a man destroys the eye of a man’s slave or break a bone of a man’s slave, he shall pay one half of his price




11. What is the source of the document above? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. What evidence suggests that the justice was not equal for all people in Mesopotamia? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. Why do you think King Hammurabi displayed these laws on stone pillars in each city of his empire? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

